
 
Incorporating a Classical Approach to Upper School Latin 

 
 To best know one’s own language, one must study another language.  In the Classical 
model of education we seek to do this through the teaching/learning of the Classical language 
Latin.  Latin is selected, as opposed to Greek, for the basic reason that the Latin and English 
alphabet are similar, thus it is easier for students to build upon that which they already know.  
Latin is also selected for its similarities to English Grammar, and the extended similarities to 
English vocabulary (derivatives). 
 When visiting the Latin classroom, you will find a variety of instruction methods being 
used.  One of the greatest skills needed for learning Latin is memorization.  The students, when 
introduced to new vocabulary, recite the new words, write them out, and create flashcards to help 
them practice studying vocabulary.  Students are encouraged to spend 5-10 minutes each day 
studying vocabulary outside of class.  Memorization is key to Grammar stage learning. 
 Another method you will encounter is the calling of students to the board to write out 
translation work as the class learns new vocabulary and Grammar and begins to practice it.  This 
allows all students the opportunity to test their knowledge and gain further understanding and 
clarification.  The physical writing on the board, along with their paper, aids in memorization 
and focuses on kinesthetic and visual learners. 
 The students are gently trained in how to read a non-fiction text when proceeding through 
the class.  Specific skills are taught that allow them to seek out information through basic steps.  
Observation is important to this skill.  A student observes titles, subtitles, key words, examples, 
definitions, and other essential information.  This skill is useful in all other subject areas, and 
practical in the modern world. 
 Translation work, which is completed almost daily, applies directly to both the Logic and 
Rhetoric stages.  To translate one must not only know the word, they must recognize each piece 
of the word (Verbs: stem, key vowel, personal ending; Nouns and Adjectives: root and ending) 
to know how each word is to be used in the English sentence.  Latin is an inflected language so 
how a word is formed determines the use of the word in the sentence, as opposed to English 
where words are placed in determined orders so that the sentence is understood.  Noting the 
formation of the words and understanding their usage addresses the Logic stage.  Selection of the 
best translation of the words and arranging them into correct word order that is clear and accurate 
applies to the Rhetoric stage. 
 Students are frequently assessed through times of classroom review and practice.  
Assessments are either oral or written.  They may occur as a class working to complete a 
translation piece, orally answering specific questions such as the use of vocabulary flashcards by 
the instructor at the front of the class, or written assessment via vocabulary and chapter exams.   
 Latin not only builds a student’s knowledge of language, it trains and teaches a student 
how to observe the world around them, how the pieces of the world interact with one another, 
and what the possible outcomes may be due to the interaction.  Latin clearly applies to all levels 
of a Classical education: Grammar, Logic, and Rhetoric. 


