
 
Dear Parents of Upcoming Fifth Grade Students,                                        
 
With the summer ahead of us, we know that it is difficult to already begin thinking about another 
school year!  However, we are greatly looking forward to beginning a new year of learning with 
your child in our classes.  We hope that you and your child enjoy this summer vacation.  The 
following are a few things we ask that you keep in mind as you enjoy your summer with your 
family: 
 

· Make sure that your child continues to read!!!  Summer vacation should be filled with 
exciting reading adventures.  Please encourage your child to read beyond the required 
book for his or her summer book report.  As he or she is reading, be certain to give 
opportunities to read aloud to you or to siblings.  This will greatly help your child with 
fluency.  Also, we encourage you to remind your child to analyze what has been read.  
Help him or her to identify such literary elements as plot, main characters, important 
turning points that lead to plot resolution, characters’ actions, etc.  This sort of discussion 
will encourage your child to read with understanding instead of reading to finish the 
book.  

 
· Another way to prepare your child for the fifth grade is to keep him or her writing 

weekly.  Journals, letters to family or friends, and creative writing all are great ways to 
stimulate your child’s thinking process.   

 
· Memorization of all basic math facts--addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division--

upon the first day of school would be greatly appreciated!  Timed math drills will be a 
daily 5th grade exercise.  The goal is 100 problems in three minutes.  Use of dominoes, 
fact cards, computer games, and  websites such as Khanacademy.com would aid in this 
endeavor. 

 
· Make sure your child has educational fun this summer that will kindle his or her 

imagination and critical thinking skills.  Children flourish when they are offered creative 
outlets!  Encourage your child to go outside to play.  Take a picnic in the park or take part 
in anything that will spark curiosity and imagination.  Discuss these activities as they will 
help develop your child’s descriptive talents.   

 
· Remember that growing bodies need lots of rest!  Be sure you allow plenty of time during 

the summer and the upcoming school year for your child to sleep. There is too much 
exciting material to learn in fifth grade for your child to be struggling to stay awake!  
With proper sleep habits, your child will be better prepared to succeed in the fifth grade.  

 
We hope you enjoy this summer. We are excited about getting to know you and your child. As  
we all prepare for this exciting time of learning, please pray for all of us involved with PCA’s 
fifth grade--relationships among students, parents, teachers, and faculty.  Pray for us that we will 
be the best teachers for your child that we can be.  Pray for your child to be motivated to succeed.  
Pray for our class that we will work together to achieve great things!  Have a wonderful summer 
break, and we will see you in July! 
 
Sincerely, 
PCA Fifth Grade Teachers 


