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7th GRADE SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENTS 
 

WEDNESDAY WARS by Gary D. Schmidt 

Complete the following questions concerning each month in the book. Write your answers on a 

separate sheet of paper IN COMPLETE SENTENCES. Please think through these questions and 

answer them to the best of your ability. Most questions will take more than a single sentence to 

answer. This assignment will be collected the first week of school. It does not have to be typed, 

but points will be taken off if it is not neatly written. 

 

SEPTEMBER   

1. What are your first impressions of the following characters:  Holling Hoodhood, Mrs. 

Baker, Mr. Hoodhood, and Mr. Guareschi? 

 

OCTOBER 

2. What does Mrs. Baker mean when she says to Holling that “we have been wasting our 

opportunities”? 

 

NOVEMBER   

3. What are Mrs. Baker’s thoughts on how The Tempest ends?  What are your 

feelings about Mrs. Bakers’ comments?  (pages 70-71)   
 

DECEMBER 

4.  “When gods die, they die hard” (page 93).  What is the metaphorical death here?   

 

JANUARY 

5. Why does Holling disagree with Mrs. Baker about how “malice is a small and 

petty thing”?  Do you agree or disagree with Holling? Why or why not? 

 

FEBRUARY   

6. Why does Holling compare his father to Shakespeare’s character, Shylock?  How 

have others in the book so far filled the “father” role for Holling? 

 

MARCH 

7. First, Holling recites Shakespeare (p. 174). Please interpret the poem. 

 

APRIL 

8. Mrs. Sidman, Mr. Guareschi, President Johnson, and Mr. Kowalski all have 

something in common at the beginning of this chapter. What is it? 
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MAY 

9. Holling feels that several people need comforting at the beginning of this chapter. 

Name the reason for each of the following characters: 

a. Mrs. Sidman 

b. The eighth-grade cross country runners 

c. Mr. Hoodhood 

 

JUNE 

10. Mrs. Baker says “A comedy isn’t about being funny.”  What insight does she give 

Holling on comedy? (page 262) 

 

C.S. Lewis’ The Silver Chair 
 

Read C.S. Lewis’ The Silver Chair and answer thoughtfully the questions below, using 

evidence from the text where appropriate. Be sure to write your answers in cursive, using 

complete sentences at all times. 

 

 

1. Find three examples of times when characters act unafraid although they really are 

afraid. When is this a foolish thing to do? When is it necessary? Use page numbers 

and correct citations when writing your examples. 

 

2. How does Jill use expected “girlish” behavior to get what she really wants from the 

Giants? How can people use other people’s mistaken expectations of them to their 

own advantage? Use the text as evidence to support your answer. 

 

3. Why does the Witch try to enchant the characters into believing there is no 

Overworld? For what might this be an allegory?  

 

4. Reread Puddleglum’s speech beginning, “Suppose we have only dreamed, or made 

up, all those things—trees and grass and sun and moon and stars and Aslan himself,” 

continuing through “I’m going to live as like a Narnian as I can even if there isn’t any 

Narnia.” (pp. 190-1) How does this argument lead to victory over the Witch?  

 

5. How do the children finally get revenge on the bullies at school in their own world? 

Do you find this a satisfying ending? Why or why not? 

 

6. The Narnia Chronicles, including The Silver Chair, are believed to be allegorical 

stories that relate to Christianity. Remember, an allegory is a story with more than 

one level of meaning, the literal surface level meaning, and the other meaning as 

more symbolic. What are some of the ways in which this could be true in The Silver 

Chair?  
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Choose from the options below after you finish reading and answering the questions 

above.  

 

Write a Fantasy  

C. S. Lewis used the genre of fantasy to create a world in which characters must regularly 

confront issues of good and evil, right and wrong. Write your own fantasy. Create a 

world based wholly on your own imagination, filled with fanciful creatures facing 

conflicts that test their morality. Your fantasy needs to be at least two pages long. 

 

Make a Narnia Map  

Create a map of the world of Narnia, showing its physical features, towns, and other 

places of interest. You may want to include drawings of some of the characters and 

events as well. Have fun with this and be creative. 

 


